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Socialist Unity Party 

Partido de Socialismo Unido 


¡Hugo Chávez presente, 


Maduro presidente! 


Congratulations to the people of 

the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
and their re-elected == © 
President Nicolás 
Maduro Moros! 


Struggle for Socialism/La Lucha 
por el Socialismo newspaper 
and the Socialist Unity Party / 
Partido de Socialismo Unido sa- 
lute the working people of Ven- 
ezuela for the successful reelec- 
tion of President Nicolás Maduro | 
Moros. 

For us in the United States, 
your victory is also a victory for 
working, poor, and oppressed 
people in the belly of the beast. 
For months, Wall Street and its media were confidently pre- 
dicting the overthrow of the revolutionary process in the Boli- 
varian Republic. 

They spent tens of millions for their stooge Edmundo 
González Urrutia, who was defeated in a fair election. 

They want to return to the days when then-New York Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller — the future butcher of the Attica prison- 
ers — owned huge ranches and supermarket chains in Vene- 
zuela. The Rockefeller-controlled Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
now Exxon/Mobil, regarded Venezuela as one of its provinces. 

No more! Decades of struggle and sacrifice led to the victory 
of President Hugo Chavez Frias in 1999. How fitting that Pres- 
ident Nicolas Maduro was reelected on what would have been 
the 70th birthday of Hugo Chavez! 
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>Kamala Harris is 
Genocide Joe’s choice 


»Is J.D. Vance a populist? 


>Justice for Sonya Massey! 
Disarm the terrorist police! 


Mujeres en Lucha repudia violencia derechista en Venezuela 
Women in Struggle denounce right-wing violence in Venezuela 


¡Felicitaciones al pueblo de la 

República Bolivariana de Venezuela 
y a su reelegido 
Presidente Nicolás 
Maduro Moros! 


El periódico Struggle for 
Socialism / La Lucha por el 
Socialismo y el Partido de 
Socialismo Unido / Socialist 
Unity Party saludan al pueblo 
trabajador de Venezuela por 
la exitosa reelección del Pres- 
idente Nicolás Maduro Moros. 

Para nosotros y nosotras 
en los Estados Unidos, su 
victoria es también una vic- 
toria para el pueblo traba- 
jador, pobre y oprimido aquí en las entrañas del monstruo. 
Durante meses, Wall Street y sus medios de comunicación 
predijeron confiadamente el derrocamiento del proceso 
revolucionario en la República Bolivariana. 

Gastaron decenas de millones de dólares en su títere 
Edmundo González Urrutia, quien fue derrotado en una 
elección justa. 

Quieren regresar a los días cuando el entonces goberna- 
dor de Nueva York, Nelson Rockefeller, el futuro carnicero 
de los prisioneros de Ática, era dueño de enormes ranchos y 
cadenas de supermercados en Venezuela. La Standard Oil de 
Nueva Jersey, controlada por Rockefeller, ahora Exxon/Mo- 
bil, consideraba a Venezuela como una de sus provincias. 

¡Ya no más! Décadas de lucha y sacrificio condujeron a 
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TAKE CUBA OFF TERRORISM LIST END U.S. BLOCKADE 


»lllegal sale of Palestinian land 


> Pursuing wider war: 
‘Israel’ drafts Haredi Jews 


»Netanyahu: ‘the white man’s burden’ 
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Beware of flying on commercial 
airlines in racist USA 


By Mary Lou Finley 


On July 15, inan Instagram post, Terrell 
Davis spoke out after he was handcuffed 
and escorted off a United Airlines plane 
by the FBI and law enforcement. Davis 
was a Denver Broncos running back 
from 1995 to 2001 who was inducted into 
the NFL Hall of Fame in 2017 for rushing 
more than 2,000 yards in a season 

Mr. Davis, an African American or Af- 
rican man, was wrongfully handcuffed 
in front of his wife and children and all 
the other passengers and removed from 
a United Airlines flight after it landed in 
Santa Ana, California, on July 13. 

In an email he wrote to NPR, Mr. Da- 
vis said the incident began during the 
beverage service when his son asked for 
a cup of ice. The flight attendant with 
the beverage cart either didn’t hear or 
ignored his son’s request and moved on. 
Mr. Davis said he lightly tapped (veri- 
fied by other passengers on the plane) 
the arm of the attendant to get his atten- 
tion to repeat his son’s request for a cup 
of ice. The attendant turned to him and 
shouted, “Don’t hit me,” and then moved 
hurriedly toward the front of the plane. 

Mr. Davis thought nothing further 
about the incident except that the flight 
attendant was incredibly rude and bla- 
tantly wrong. 

Mr. Davis said he had no further con- 


Terrell Davis was handcuffed and escorted off a United Airlines plane by the FBI 
and law enforcement. 


tact with the flight attendant for the rest 
of the flight. Immediately after the plane 
landed in Santa Ana, FBI agents and lo- 
cal law enforcement officers handcuffed 
and removed him from the plane. 

The FBI stated that Mr. Davis was com- 
pletely cooperative; they interrogated 
and detained him for 45 minutes to an 
hour. The FBI originally said that they 
detained an individual responding to a 
report that an incident occurred aboard 
the flight requiring investigation. After 


Mr. Davis was released from custody 
the FBI agents profusely apologized and 
asked if there was anything they could 
do for him. 

United Airlines said the flight atten- 
dant was removed from duty and told 
Mr. Davis’ lawyer, Parker Steiner, that 
they wished to apologize. 

This happened in the United States, 
where Trump and his supporters say 
there isn’t racism. Beware Black men 
and women, and all people of color. # 
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Kamala Harris is ‘Genocide Joe’ 
Biden’s choice 


By Gloria Verdieu 


Kamala Harris, the current Vice Pres- 
ident, was a California Senator, Attorney 
General, and San Francisco District 
Attorney. Harris sought the Democrat- 
ic presidential nomination in 2020 and 
dropped out before the primaries. Pres- 
ident Obama’s vice president, Joe Biden, 
selected her as his running mate in the 
2020 election, making Harris the first 
female Vice President of the United 
States. 

Biden was searching for a candidate 
who was ideologically aligned with 
him, someone he could work with. He 
also felt that picking a Black woman 
could boost his standing, particularly 
with younger voters. 

On July 21, President Biden dropped 
out of the 2024 race, choosing Kamala 
Harris to replace him as the 2024 Dem- 
ocratic presidential candidate just four 
weeks before the Democratic National 
Convention, scheduled for Aug. 19. 

Biden quoted Benjamin Franklin, 
whose portrait hangs on the wall of the 
Oval Office next to Dr. King, Rosa Parks, 
and Cesar Chavez, about maintaining “a 
republic.” At the time, Franklin meant 
preserving the slaveowners’ govern- 
ment. By the way, Franklin benefited 
financially from slave ownership by 
advertising the sale of enslaved people 
and runaways in his newspaper, the 
Pennsylvania Gazette. 

Biden said Harris is experienced, 
tough, and capable of plotting the 
course for the United States of America. 
The real question is whether the course 
that Kamala Harris and the Democrat- 
ic Party are taking is a path to a better 
world and future for all people. 


Silicon Valley and Wall Street 


Kamala Harris has many ties to fi- 
nance capital, from Silicon Valley big 
tech (including Facebook and Google) to 
Wall Street billionaires. Harris led the 
U.S. delegation to the Asian-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (APEC) summit, a 
sort of imperialist economic association 
for the Pacific Rim. 

Harris has been silent about her past, 
about mass incarceration and the plight 
of poor working-class people. 


Benjamin Netanyahu, Vice President Kamala Harris should have arrested him. 


Today, Black, Brown, and all work- 
ing-class people might be hopeful. With 
the constant tensions taking place in the 
Belly of the Beast, any change would ap- 
pear to be in the favor of the working 
class. But is it? 

In a matter of days, the presidential 
candidates changed from Republican 
Donald Trump and Democrat Joe Biden 
to Republican Donald Trump and Dem- 
ocrat Kamala Harris. The battle for the 
position of the 47th President of the Unit- 
ed States continues. 

Vice President Kamala Harris, a Black 
woman — colorful, smart, and capable 
— is possibly the next president. That’s 
certainly a change. 

It is contradictory that Black, poor, 
and oppressed peoples are being mobi- 
lized by the corporate-dominated Dem- 
ocratic Party that has lied and denied 
them repeatedly. 


‘Genocide Joe’ Biden 


Democrat Biden is a genocide enabler. 
He supported the invasion of Iraq, where 
more than a million Iraqis died. He en- 
abled and praised the Israeli genocide of 
Palestinian men, women, and children 
in Gaza. 

In 1994, Biden sponsored the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, 
aka the “tough on crime law,” one of the 
key contributors to mass incarceration. 
The tough-on-crime policies overly crim- 
inalized Black and Brown people who 
are most likely to be incarcerated. The 
prison population rose from 1.6 million 
in 1995 to 2.3 million in 2008. 


According to a study done in October 
2018, 48.9% of men arrested by age 23 
were Black and 37.9% white. Black men 
were given longer sentences, and many 
remain incarcerated today. According to 
the Prison Project, over half of people in 
U.S. prisons are serving sentences of 10 
years or more. 

As of January this year, 2,241 people 
are on death row — 40% Black and 14% 
Brown. This is a crime against humanity. 

What is Kamala Harris’s platform? 
What is her vision for a better world for 
poor and working-class people who make 
up the U.S. civilian and prison population? 
What is Harris’s position on global war, 
violence at home and abroad, homeless- 
ness, criminal justice, immigration, cli- 
mate change, medical care, reparations, 
education, livable wages, and child care? 

We can look back at Harris’ record 
to see where she stands on some key is- 
sues impacting the poor, working-class 
population. 


On the death penalty 


California is one of 27 states that have 
the death penalty. In 2014, a California 
U.S. district court judge issued a ruling 
that could have eliminated the death 
penalty in the state. Attorney General 
Harris appealed the ruling and the lower 
court ruling was overturned. 

Death row inmate Kevin Cooper, con- 
victed of murdering four people in 1985, 
was one of many names of individuals 
District Attorney Harris tried to keep in 
prison even though there was evidence 
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that he was innocent. In 2004, two days be- 
fore his scheduled execution, an appeals 
court stayed his execution and ordered 
DNA testing, which was inconclusive. 
When Harris was California’s Attor- 
ney General (2011-2017), she opposed 
DNA testing for Cooper. Cooper’s law- 
yers had asked the state to approve addi- 
tional DNA testing that could exonerate 
him. Harris’ Attorney General office did 
not take up the case, and evidence from 
the crime scene was never re-examined 
while Harris held state office. Cooper, 66 
years old, remains imprisoned at San 
Quentin State Prison on death row. 


On arresting parents of children 
who miss school 


In 2011, District Attorney Harris 
pushed for and saw the passage of a 
statewide anti-truancy law that allowed 
district attorneys to file charges against 
parents whose children were consistent- 
ly missing school without a valid reason. 
Under the law, some parents were arrest- 
ed by local law enforcement and faced 
harsh penalties. 

In 2013, Cheree Peoples, a mother from 
Orange County, California, faced a chal- 
lenging situation with her 11-year-old 
daughter Shayla, who was diagnosed 
with sickle cell anemia, a debilitating 
disease. This condition caused Shayla to 
frequently miss school due to her chronic 
pain and hospitalization requirements. 

In April 2013, the police showed up at 
her home, handcuffed Cheree, put a jack- 
et over her pajamas, and escorted her out 
where news cameras were waiting. The 
police booked her, enforcing the truancy 
program that then-District Attorney Ka- 
mala Harris initiated. Cheree Peoples was 
shocked that all of this happened because 
of a miscommunication between her and 
the school over Shayla’s days of absence. 

It is not hard to surmise that this plan 
to use the criminal justice system to solve 
social problems is not the answer. This 
plan was going to criminalize mothers of 
color, mothers with disabilities, mothers 
of children with disabilities, and moth- 
ers who might be housing insecure or 
homeless. 


On police killings 

As Attorney General of California, 
Harris passed the buck on police kill- 
ings. An example is the case of Anaheim 
Police Officer Nick Bennallack, who was 
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involved in the fatal shooting of two un- 
armed men — Bernie Villegas and Man- 
uel Diaz — in 2012. He remained on the 
force for years and went on to kill again 
in 2014. The City of Anaheim spent sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars in law- 
suit payoffs over Bennallack’s conduct. 

Harris’s office said it wouldn’t inves- 
tigate the case, that it was a local matter. 
They did not push for police account- 
ability, which could have prevented 
more killings down the line. 

“She neglected a lot of cases,” says Gen- 
evieve Huizar, the mother of 25-year- 
old Manuel Angel Diaz, one of the men 
killed by Bennallack in 2012. 

Bennallack, cleared of killing three 
unarmed individuals over eight years, 
fatally shot 30-year-old Daniel Ramirez 
III on April 4, 2019. There is a petition 
on Change.org to fire Officer Nick Ben- 
nallack immediately for killing four un- 
armed men. 

In 2014, Harris spoke out against the 
bill requiring the attorney general’s office 
to conduct independent investigations 
into police shootings. Harris said it would 
take away prosecutorial power from local 
district attorney offices, but local district 
attorney offices were not taking on cases 
involving police shootings. 


On protesters rights 


On July 24, tens of thousands of pro- 
testers went to D.C. to show their support 
for the people of Palestine, to rally for a 
ceasefire, and to express the feeling of be- 
trayal over Netanyahu’s visit to D.C. A pro- 
tester asked why both parties in the U.S. 
Congress invited Netanyahu, who is caus- 
ing genocide in Gaza, to speak. Protesters 
were pepper sprayed and arrested. 

Kamala Harris, in a statement, con- 
demned the protest and said that the pro- 
testers were despicable, unpatriotic, and 
hate-fueled. An observer said, “All the 
fear-mongering around anti-Semitism 
is pretty wild because there were more 
Jews at this demonstration than I’ve ever 
seen. SO many Jews wearing their JVP 
[Jewish Voice for Peace] or Jews for cease- 
fire shirts ... pretty amazing.” 


Who really rules 


If Harris were to become the 47th 
president of the United States, she would 
make history as a woman of color. That, 
however, wouldn’t change who rules, 
the ruling class with the military- 
industrial complex at the top. 


In the 2020 presidential election, 
about 60% of people voted, often feeling 
like they only had two options. It seems 
that no matter who you pick, the other 
choice is deemed much worse, whether 
you lean Republican or Democrat. How- 
ever, it’s important to remember the 40% 
who didn’t vote, including those who are 
poor, homeless, incarcerated, or previ- 
ously incarcerated, either choosing not 
to vote, or were unable to make it to the 
polls, or justifiably believed that their 
vote doesn’t count. 

In the 2016 election, Hillary Clinton 
received approximately 65.8 million 
votes nationwide, while Donald Trump 
received about 63 million votes. Clin- 
ton won the popular vote by 2.8 million. 
Despite losing the popular vote, Donald 
Trump won the presidency by securing 
a majority in the Electoral College (304 
electoral votes to Clinton’s 227). The 2.8 
million vote difference is the largest in 
U.S. history, where the popular vote win- 
ner did not become president. 

The Electoral College has overturned 
33% of presidential elections in this cen- 
tury, from the 2016 Clinton-Trump elec- 
tion to the 2000 Gore-Bush election, in 
which Al Gore won the popular vote, but 
George W. Bush won the Electoral Col- 
lege vote. 

Isn’t it time to abolish the Electoral 
College? 

Voting can’t bring real change; it’s 
more like expressing what you want. If 
all the masses of poor and oppressed peo- 
ple find a way to vote their conscience, 
values, and beliefs, change will come. 
In some states, there are alternatives to 
the Republican and Democratic Parties 
on the ballot. If you are voting, look for 
them. 

Check out the Dr. Cornel West / 

Dr. Melina Abdullah campaign at 
cornelwest2024.com 

And jill Stein’s campaign at 
jillstein2024.com 

Also the Claudia De la Cruz / Karina 
Garcia campaign at votesocialist2024. 
com 

Send a message to the world! 

Defeat capitalism, colonialism, & 
imperialism! Stand for socialism, demo- 
cracy, compassion, and working-class 
unity! 

End the death penalty and death by in- 
carceration! Free all political prisoners! 

Free Palestine! Free Haiti! 
Free‘emall! # 


STRUGCGLE x LA LUCHA 


August 5, 2024 


Page 5 


Justice for Sonya Massey! 
Disarm the terrorist police! 


By Stephen Millies 


Rallies and demonstrations were 
held across the U.S. on July 28 to pro- 
test the police murder of Sonya Massey 
in Springfield, Illinois. The 36-year-old 
Black mother of two children was shot 
in her own home by the white Sangam- 
on County sheriff’s deputy Sean Grayson 
on July 6. 

Massey had called 911 to report a pos- 
sible intruder but was killed instead 
by a uniformed intruder with a badge. 
She pleaded with the deputies, saying, 
“Please don’t hurt me.” 

“T rebuke you in the name of Jesus,” 
said Massey. Grayson responded by fir- 
ing three shots at the unarmed woman. 
The pig then ordered that no medical 
assistance be given to the dying wom- 
an. 
Hundreds rallied in New York City’s 
Washington Square Park in lower 
Manhattan. Speakers denounced the 
foul, racist murder. 

Three days before, on July 25, people 
marched from there to Times Square. 
Police tried to stop the demonstrators 
and arrested at least one. 

Among the speakers in Washington 
Square was Linda Sarsour. She linked 
the police murders of Asian, Black, In- 
digenous, and Latinx people in the Unit- 
ed States with the U.S.-financed geno- 
cide of Palestinians in Gaza. 

Erica Ford reminded listeners of the 
murders committed by New York City 
cops. Among the hundreds killed in New 
York were: 

+ Eleanor Bumpurs, killed for owing 
$394 in rent 

+ Amadou Diallo, who was trying to 
show police his identification when 
they shot at him 41 times 

+ Sean Bell, whom the police shot 50 
times on what was supposed to be 

his wedding day 


Terrorists in blue uniforms 


It was only because of decades of 
struggle and the Black Lives Matter 
movement that Sean Grayson was fired 
and charged with first-degree murder. 
Even though Grayson can be seen on his 
body cam video shooting Sonya Massey, 
the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police 
claimed he was “fired without cause.” 

That's more proof that police depart- 


‘The long shadow of the 1919 Chicago race riot 


by Stephen Millies 
+ Bombings greet the Great Migration + A city of struggle 

e Fighting racism € evictions « People elect Mayor Washington 
e Mayor Daley’s racist machine + Never forget Fred Hampton 


In pamphlet form at tinyurl.com/1919chicago 
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Hundreds rallied in New York City's 
Washington Square Park. 


ments across the U.S. are terrorist orga- 
nizations. Grayson was so volatile that 
he was hired and fired by several police 
departments and discharged from the 
U.S. Army for “misconduct.” 

There was also a demonstration in 
Newark, New Jersey. One of the event's 
organizers was People's Organization 
for Progress Charman Larry Hamm. 

Hamm was skeptical that justice would 
be served in this case. “Even though he 
has been charged, that doesn’t mean he’s 
going to be convicted, and if he is con- 
victed, that doesn’t mean he’s going to 
get the sentence that he deserves,” the 
POP leader said. 

Sonya Massey was a descendant of the 
shoemaker and former Underground 
Railroad conductor William Donneg- 
an, who was lynched during the 1908 
Springfield race riot. Donnegan, who 
was 80 years old at the time of his mur- 
der, had made shoes for Abraham Lin- 
coln. He died in St. John’s Hospital on 
Aug. 16, 1908, the same hospital where 
Sonya Massey died. 

The 1908 pogrom in Springfield, in 
which 16 people died, was a catalyst for 
the founding of the NAACP in 1909. 

More than a century later, there are 
more than a thousand people killed every 
year by police across the United States. 
Police killed 1,352 people in 2023 and 
763 people so far this year; that’s 56 more 
compared to the same period last year. # 
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Illegal sale of Palestinian land 


By John Parker 


As Israel’s genocidal campaign against 
Palestinians continues, so does the theft 
of Palestinian land. Real estate events 
that sell off illegal settlements acquired 
through settler violence in the West 
Bank happen in the U.S. with the aid and 
permission from local elected leaders. 

On June 23, there was a sale of Pales- 
tinian land in Los Angeles, California. 
The promotional materials included a 
photograph that looked a lot like Gaza's 
shores. According to Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, that fits the 
image of Zionists wanting to clear out 
the land for more settlers - an ethnic 
cleansing operation of murder and star- 
vation against the entire population of 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

Although the sale was held at Adas 
Torah synagogue, the event was not a 
worship service. It was a venue that 
was hosting the My Home in Israel real 
estate agency which promotes prospec- 
tive home ownership in Israel (occupied 
Palestine). 

Yet, pro-Palestinian protesters at the 
real estate event were met with vio- 


m oe om 
9 7 


E rir | a 


as Cia y 
ra E = 


Palestin 
never de pr 


A Rally i in Los Angeles o onJuly 2 


lence from Zionists while the Los An- 
geles Police Department (LAPD) stood 
by and offered them no protection. The 
corporate media vilified the protesters 
and inaccurately labeled them as anti- 
Semitic terrorists preventing worship 
in a synagogue. The Zionists present 
attacked media as well. An open letter 
by the human rights group, Unmute Hu- 
manity, encouraged CBS News to end 
its complicity in the lies and distortion 
of events: “Contrary to your report, 
the peaceful demonstrators, which in- 
cluded Palestinian and many Jewish 
community members advocating for 
the basic human rights of Palestinians, 
were not blocking the synagogue. In- 
stead, they were brutally attacked by a 
pro-Israel mob explicitly calling for the 
genocide of Palestinians. This included 
people being forcefully pushed, sprayed 
with mace, verbally assaulted, and ha- 
rassed as they were followed to their 
cars. Ample video documentation sup- 
ports these claims.” 

The real estate event hosted by the 
synagogue advertised land sales in Pal- 
estine through My Home in Israel. This 
organization is notorious for support- 
ing illegal settlements, not only here in 
Los Angeles, but nationally in the U.S. 


of Palestinian lands stolen b 


and internationally. The occupation in 
Palestine took effect in 1948, and for the 
past 75 years the occupation has grown 
more complete with settlements and 
theft of Palestinian homes. 

On its website, My Home in Israel 
brags about the astronomical rise in 
home prices, “Israel's housing market 
has seen a significant shift, with the 
number of new homes sold reverting to 
levels last seen five years ago, yet at pric- 
es that are 40% higher ... Overall, 23,250 
new homes were sold in the first quarter 
of 2024 ... The market's return to five- 
year-old sales figures, coupled with a 
significant rise in prices, highlights the 
dynamic nature of Israel's housing mar- 
ket as it adapts to changing economic 
conditions and demand.” 

That “dynamic nature” of econom- 
ic conditions and demand are exactly 
what was planned. According to a Unit- 
ed Nations report on March 8, as of Sep- 
tember 2023 there were approximately 
700,000 Israeli settlers in the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem. 

“The West Bank is already in crisis. 
Yet, settler violence and settlement-re- 
lated violations have reached shocking 
new levels, and risk eliminating any 

Continued on page 7 
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practical possibility of establishing a 
viable Palestinian state,” U.N. human 
rights chief Volker Túrk said. Turk 
stated that the use of settlements on 
occupied land amounted “to a war 
crime under international law.” 

Those shocking levels of Israeli vio- 
lence took off in the year prior to Sep- 
tember 2023, just about one month 
before the united Al Aqsa Flood mili- 
tary response by a united Palestinian 
force, including Hamas, began on Oc- 
tober 7th. Another UN report stated 
that violence from Israelisettlers had 
displaced over 1,100 Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank since 2022. 
The report documented approximate- 
ly three settler-related incidents per day 
resulting in the emptying of five Pales- 
tinian communities, six were rendered 
half-empty and seven more have lost a 
quarter of their population. 

Peace Now is an Israeli rights group 
that monitors illegal Israeli settlement 
expansion. The group noted that Israeli 
land seizures in the Palestinian territo- 
ry this year are the greatest, by far. “The 
size of the area designated for declara- 
tion is the largest since the Oslo Accords, 
and the year 2024 marks a peak in the 
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extent of declarations of state land. 
Since the beginning of 2024, Israel has 
declared 23,700 dunams (5,855 acres) of 
the West Bank as State Lands.” 

Once property is designated as state 
land, Israel no longer recognizes it as 
privately owned by Palestinians. Re- 
garding the land theft declaration on 
June 25th, Israel’s Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich, who also holds a posi- 
tion in the Defense Ministry stated on 
social media, “Building the good coun- 
try and thwarting the establishment of 
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a Palestinian state. MTA is meeting this 
morning to approve over 5,000 housing 
units,” he wrote, using an acronym for 
The Higher Planning Council. 

The ad in the Jewish Journal for the 
Los Angeles event on June 23rd states, 
“Come and meet representatives of 
housing projects in all the best Anglo 
neighborhoods in Israel.” — the use of 
“Anglo” with the implication of better 
neighborhoods is fitting for a country 
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of stolen Palestinian lands in Los Angeles 


By Scott Scheffer 


A rally held on July 22 near the official 
residence of Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass protested sales of Palestinian lands 
stolen by the Zionist regime. Organizers 
of the event include Al-Awda, Unmute 
Humanity, Yalla Indivisible Co., Justice 
4 Palestine, Free Democratic Palestine 
Movement, and Harriet Tubman Center 
for Social Justice among many others. 

The theft of Palestinian lands — particu- 
larly in the West Bank -is just one compo- 
nent of the occupation of Palestine which 
the International Court of Justice has now 
(finally) declared illegal. The Zionist enti- 
ty simply declares properties - which may 
include agricultural lands or even homes 
occupied by Palestinian people — to be 
owned by the state. Recently the proper- 
ties have been sold throughout the United 


States, often at synagogues, and when ac- 
tivists show up to oppose the land thefts 
they are accused of antisemitism. 

The People’s Power Assembly in Bal- 
timore protested against one such sale 
in that city, and another demonstration 
took place at a sale in Kew Gardens, 
Queens, New York. 

During a sale at a Los Angeles syna- 
gogue on June 23, pro-Palestinian pro- 
testers were assaulted by Zionist thugs 
who were waiting for them. 

Mayor Bass and some LA City Council 
members as well as Gov. Gavin Newsom 
and President “Genocide Joe” Biden all 
quickly labeled the protesters as antise- 
mitic after they were assaulted. But there 
was no worshiping happening on the day 
of the real estate sale. It was simply sales 
of property illegally seized by a U.S.- 
backed genocidal occupier. 


In addition to the slander of antisem- 
itism against the protesters, L.A. coun- 
cil member Katy Yaroslavsky proposed 
granting a million dollars to fund deeper 
collaboration between the Los Angeles 
Police Department and former Israeli 
storm troopers. 

The response by the city council, the 
mayor, and others in the context of the 
genocide in Gaza, aroused a great deal 
of anger. Activists who went to the city 
council meeting that followed the vio- 
lent attack on the protesters forced the 
million-dollar grant proposal to be held 
back. Organizers who demonstrated July 
22 are now pushing for Mayor Bass to re- 
tract her claims of antisemitism against 
the protesters and end the sales of stolen 
land in Los Angeles. The struggle will 
continue at city council meetings and in 
the streets of Los Angeles. # 
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Illegal sale of Palestinian land 


Continued from page 7 


that practices apartheid, white suprem- 
acy and genocide. 

“My Home in Israel” real estate events 
are also happening on the east coast as 
well. The PAL (Palestinian Assembly 
for Liberation) Law Commission, filed 
cease and desist letters to the real estate 
company that hosted My Home In Israel 
events and to the synagogues that rented 
the company space. The tour visited Te- 
aneck, New Jersey, Lawrence, New York, 
Brooklyn, New York, and Toronto and 
Montreal in Canada. 

Lamis Deek, an attorney with the PAL 
Law Commission, filed complaints with 
the Attorneys General of New York and 
New Jersey requesting that these sales 
events cease, as they are in violation of 
international law. “Imagine seeing your 
family’s lands being sold online while 
you helplessly watch, this stirs a rage 
and a pain that is indescribable It’s an in- 
justice that should shock the conscience 
and mobilize authorities and attorneys 
to action.” 

One week after the June 23rd real es- 
tate event by My Home in Israel, over 20 
organizations including Jewish, Palestin- 
ian, human rights and anti-racist organi- 
zations demanded that LA City Council 
members vote against a resolution that 
was introduced by Councilwoman Katy 
Yaroslavsky that would provide $1 mil- 


lion of public funds to racist Zionist vigi- 
lante groups such as Magen Am that are 
composed of former IDF and US military 
soldiers. Magen Am boasts of its law en- 
forcement connections: “If, G-d forbid, 
an incident occurs that requires imme- 
diate attention, Magen Amis able to push 
it all the way up the chain of command. 
We have direct connections at the FBI 
and Local law enforcement, including 
the LAPD, Sheriff's Department, DA’s 
office and the US Attorney’s office.” The 
action or rather inaction of the LAPD on 
June 23rd confirmed that Magen Am’s 
claims of law enforcement support were 
quite credible. 

The proposal was supposed to provide 
funding to protect pro-Israel Zionists 
from violence but the reality is that even 
mainstream media outlets have clearly 
reported that the majority ofthe violence 
that took place at the UCLA encampment 
in May and at the Adas Torah Palestinian 
land auction event was clearly commit- 
ted by pro-Israel counter protestors. 

According to the Los Angeles Times 
the proposal by the council member 
was intended to mirror Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s California State Nonprofit Se- 
curity Grant Program. While funding 
from Newson’s program wor't be avail- 
able until the fall, Yaroslavsky’s propos- 
al would have expedited funding. After 
protest of the plan, the Councilwoman 
modified the proposal to provide pro- 
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Los Angeles protest 
against the sale of 
land located in the 
illegally occupied 
Palestinian 
territories. 


tection for all houses of worship, but 
increased the funding proposal from $1 
million to $2 million. 

Mayor Karen Bass immediately vili- 
fied pro-Palestinian protesters for simply 
protesting against genocide and labeled 
their actions as “anti-Semitism.” Addi- 
tionally Bass appeared at the Simon Wi- 
esenthal Center with a further condem- 
nation and promises of public funding. . 

Black misleadership politics was in full 
effect after June 23rd. It is especially sad 
when Black politicians do not remember 
that our history in the U.S. is a long his- 
tory of the theft of our land, enforced by 
Jim Crow’s twisted legality, which looks 
like Israeli apartheid and the Zionist 
vigilantes that Biden, Bass and Newsom 
want to hire to keep us silent. 

But the action at City Hall sent that 
proposal packing to another day. Bass 
and her colleagues will have to answer 
to the people. We wor't be silent. 

John Parker is the coordinator of the 
Harriet Tubman Center For Social Justice 
In Los Angeles and a leading member 
of the Socialist Unity Party . He accom- 
panied former U.S. Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark on many anti-war delega- 
tions abroad. Parker was only 18 when 
he organized his first union election—at 
asmall steel plant in New Jersey. Having 
authored a $15 minimum wage ballot 
initiative in 2014, his organizing efforts 
helped to push the city to act on the 
minimum wage increase proposals in Los 
Angeles. John Parker is a member of the 
Black Alliance for Peace. 

Source: Black Agenda Report 


By Lev Koufax 


Earlier this year, the Zionist entity’s 
highest court ended the exemption 
from military service offered to ultra- 
orthodox, or Haredi, citizens of “Israel.” 
With a few long-standing exceptions, 
military service has been compulsory 
for non-Arab citizens of “Israel” since the 
imperialist outpost’s founding in 1948. 

“Israeli” law does not expressly pro- 
hibit Arab people from serving in the 
Zionist military. However, the “Israeli” 
occupation force, commonly referred to 
as the IDF, has maintained a ban on Arab 
military service within its regulation. As 
second-class citizens, the ability to join 
the military is just one of many restric- 
tions that the Arab community within 
the 1948 borders faces. 

Nonetheless, compulsory military ser- 
vice is a subject of great pride for Zionist 
Jewish citizens. Many wear it as a badge 
of honor. For some, their IDF service is 
their identity. 

The emphasis on Jewish military ser- 
vice is simply an extension of Zionism’s 
broader ideology and purpose. It would 
be impossible for the Zionist entity to 
protect U.S. imperialist interests in the 
region without a strong and ideologically 
fascist military. 

As such, the IDF has historically al- 
lowed very few populations within the 
1948 borders to be exempt from mil- 
itary service. Until recently, the most 
significant of these narrow exemptions 
was the one that applied to Haredi Jew- 
ish men. Historically, Haredi men could 
avoid military service entirely if they re- 
mained enrolled in yeshiva, a traditional 
Jewish educational institution. 

This is no longer the case. Under the 
high court’s decision, nearly 63,000 el- 
igible Haredi Jewish men will have to 
report for military service as the Zionist 
genocidal war in Gaza rages. The Zionist 
high court did not attempt to conceal its 
motives, stating in its decision: 

“In these days, in the midst of a severe 
war, the burden of inequality is more 
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Ultra-Orthodox Jews take part in a protest against Israeli army conscription 


in Jerusalem on June 2, 2024. 


acute than ever — and requires the pro- 
motion of a sustainable solution to this 
issue.” 

The message is clear. The Zionist enti- 
ty is facing an unprecedented protracted 
struggle in Gaza, a growing conflict with 
Hezbollah, and a potential full-scale war 
with Iran. Frankly, the morality of wheth- 
er Haredi Jews should have to serve is ir- 
relevant and should not be a concern for 
socialists and anti-imperialists. 

The entire IDF is an illegitimate occu- 
pying force. The individuals allowed to 
participate in that occupying force are 
really of no consequence to the millions 
of Palestinians fighting for their mere 
existence. 

However, this development does have 
broader political implications worth an- 
alyzing. First, the end of the Haredi ex- 
emption could mark the end of Netanya- 
hv’s political alliance with the religious 
Zionist right-wing, upon which his most 
recent rise to power was entirely depen- 
dent. With Netanyahu’s military now 
drafting Haredi men into service, this 
coalition could fracture, further desta- 
bilizing internal Zionist politics and pre- 
senting an opportunity for the Axis of 


Resistance to continue to strike against 
the imperialist outpost. 

Second, the rationale behind the move 
clearly demonstrates that resistance 
against occupation is never futile. No 
matter the odds against them when fac- 
ing a well-funded and well-equipped 
Zionist military, the Palestinian people, 
supported by the Iraqi Islamic resistance, 
Yemen, and Hezbollah, have persevered 
in their militant resistance against the 
apartheid regime. This resistance is thin- 
ning the Zionist will and striking blows 
against “Israel’s” strategic ability to con- 
tinue to fight wars on multiple fronts of 
resistance. 

The U.S. wants us to believe that its 
empire, including its Zionist arm, is in- 
evitable and impervious. Luckily, the 
Palestinian people and the broader Axis 
of Resistance have shown us that this is 
not the case. If it weren’t, the Zionist mil- 
itary wouldn’t have broken with 76 years 
of tradition to draft ultra-orthodox Jews 
into the IDF terror force. 

When people are occupied, resistance 
is always justified. 

Lev Koufax is an anti-Zionist Jewish 
activist. 
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Were still marching for 
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Genocide Joe Biden has stepped down from running for president 

as the Democratic Party nominee. His decision doesn’t change the 
policies of Democratic Party leadership, specifically their support of 
the genocide in Palestine, so our movement must continue to apply 
pressure. On August 19 we will march on the DNC for Gaza regardless 
of who gets nominated for the presidency. 


Democratic Party leadership switching out their presidential nominee 
does not wash the blood of over 50,000 Palestinians off their hands. 
Biden's entire administration, together with high-ranking members 
of the Democratic Party from all over the country, spent the last ten 
months wholeheartedly supporting the genocide in Gaza with our tax 
dollars. It is a matter of historical urgency that all organizations who 
fight for the rights of working and oppressed people in the U.S. join 
us in this demonstration to stand in solidarity with Palestine. 

We have already united over 100 organizations from all over the 
people’s movements in this coalition. These diverse groups are not in 
the coalition just out of a moral obligation. They recognize the links 
between the Palestinian liberation struggle and their own struggles. 
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AGAINST RACIST AND POLITICAL REPRESSION | INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF PEOPLE'S STRUGGLES | FREEDOM FOAD SOCIALIST ORGAMZATION | ARAB AMERICAN ACTION NETWORK 
MAMAS | FEDECH | UNETE | C(SSENTERS | ANANBATAM | BAYAN USA | AFSC | PALESTIMAN FENIMIST COLLECTIVE | JISOCA | COOEPIK | AMERICAN MUSLIMS FOR PALESTINE 


CHICAGO, 


READ OUR FULL LIST OF DEMANDS & ENDORSERS AT: 


They also recognize that Democratic Party higher ups often 
neglect their communities in favor of serving the rich and 
powerful. When it comes to police accountability, immigra- 
tion, labor, reproductive and LGBTQ rights, and many other 
demands of working and oppressed people, those responsi- 
ble for the genocide, and not just Biden, are often obstacles 
to progress in the same movements they paid lip service to 
in order to boost their campaigns. 

Our coalition is making real preparations to march in the 
tens of thousands. We are negotiating with the city for per- 
mits that respect every protester’s right to be within sight 
and sound of the United Center on August 19th and 22nd. 
We are printing signs and recruiting volunteers. We are 
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scheduling buses, plane tickets, and carpools. We are raising 
funds and gathering materials. We will have a family-friend- 
ly protest of tens of thousands of people on August 19th 
because our reasons for marching have not changed. This 
protest is about more than the name at the top of a ballot. It 
is about stopping the most horrific crime against humanity 
we have seen this century. 

When it comes to the genocide in Gaza there is no differ- 
ence between Biden, Harris, or any of the likely candidates 
for the nomination. They are all complicit. This is why the 
coalition will still be marching on the DNC in the tens of 
thousands. We plan to have the largest march for Palestin- 
ian rights in Chicago’s history as we demand an end to the 
genocide and an end to U.S. aid to Israel. 


All power to the people! Free Palestine! 


Cheers for a war criminal, pepper 


By Stephen Millies 


A threat of an arrest warrant 
from the International Criminal 
Court didn’t stop Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu from being welcomed 
rapturously on July 24 by the 
U.S. Congress. Over 300 senators + 
and representatives obscenely 
applauded the serial killer 39 
times, of which 23 were stand- 
ing ovations. 

Journalist Ben Norton esti- 
mated that the total applause 
time for the bloody war crimi- 
nal exceeded 10 minutes. That’s 
the sort of reception that Hitler 
got from his Reichstag deputies. 

Those members of Congress 
were cheering the deaths of 
at least 40,000 Palestinians, including 
15,000 children. The actual figure may 
be much higher. According to the British 
medical journal The Lancet, as many as 
186,000 or more people have been killed. 

As Netanyahu spoke, Rashida Harbi 
Tlaib — the only Palestinian-American 
member of Congress — bravely held up a 
sign reading “war criminal” on one side 
and “guilty of genocide” on the other. 

Meanwhile, outside the U.S. Capitol, 
police used pepper spray on people pro- 
testing the slaughter. Tens of thousands 
came to Washington, D.C., on a workday 
to say “NO!” to this genocide. Many were 
from Arab and Muslim communities. 

Netanyahu called these protesters 
“Irans useful idiots.” How gracious of 
the Zionist leader — whose apartheid 
state has been showered with over $300 
billion in U.S. tax money — to attack dem- 
onstrators exercising their First Amend- 
ment rights to free speech. 

They included American Postal Work- 
ers Union president Mark Diamondstein, 
who is Jewish. He spoke at the rally, de- 
manding a ceasefire. 

There was a large labor contingent at 
the July 24 march. The APWU and six oth- 
er unions, representing 6 million mem- 
bers, wrote a letter to Biden demanding 
that military aid to Israel be cut off. 

The mass murder of Palestinians is be- 
ing carried out with more than $12 bil- 
lion in weapons supplied by Genocide Joe 
Biden over the last nine months. Even in 
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these inflationary times, thats enough 
money to build apartments for 40,000 
homeless families at $300,000 per unit. 


Back to 1914 

Netanyahu’s repulsive, lying speech 
was aimed at a Fox News audience of 
Trump supporters. While people are 
starving in Gaza, Netanyahu claimed that 
“every man, woman and child” there was 
getting more than “3,000 calories” a day. 

The truth is that 96% of Gaza’s popu- 
lation is suffering from “crisis or worse 
levels of food insecurity,” according to 
the UN. 

The Zionist leader was speaking di- 
rectly to the military-industrial complex 
when he said, “We also keep American 
boots off the ground while protecting 
our shared interests in the Middle East.” 

Those “shared interests” belong to Big 
Oil and Wall Street banksters who loot 
trillions from Western Asia. The suprem- 
acy of the U.S. dollar as world money 
rests upon oil being sold in dollars. 

Netanyahu was echoing former Sec- 
retary of State Alexander Haig, who de- 
clared that “Israel is the largest Ameri- 
can aircraft carrier in the world that 
cannot be sunk.” 

For the capitalist class, Israel rep- 
resents what the world was like in 1914, 
before the Bolshevik, Chinese, and Cu- 
ban revolutions and liberation struggles 
erupted throughout Africa and Asia. 

On April 20, 1914, over 20 people were 


SLL photo: Andre Powell 


Pro-Palestinian demonstrators on the day of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s address 
to a joint meeting of Congress, on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. There was a large labor contin- 
gent at the July 24 march. 


killed by the Colorado National Guard in 
Ludlow. This atrocity occurred during 
a United Mine Workers strike against 
Rockefeller-owned Colorado Fuel & Iron. 
The Rockefellers were the founders of 
Big Oil. 

The next day, April 21, 1914, the U.S. 
began a military occupation of Veracruz, 
Mexico. Hundreds of Mexicans were 
killed during the invasion. 

That’s the world to which Elon Musk, 
the world’s richest man, wants to return. 
Musk attended the July 24 Capitol affair 
as a guest of Netanyahu. 

It was the Musks that Netanyahu was 
addressing when he declared, “For the 
forces of civilization to triumph, Ameri- 
ca and Israel must stand together.” That’s 
the language of white supremacy. It’s 
claiming that Palestinians, all Arabs, and 
two billion Muslims are “uncivilized.” 

Netanyahu’s speech was a modern ver- 
sion of the British poet Rudyard Kipling’s 
call to “take up the white man’s burden.” 
Kipling described Africans and Asians 
as “half devil and half child.” 

The year after Kipling addressed his 
poem to Queen Victoria, the United States 
invaded the Philippines, killing at least 
a million Filipinos. In the same period, 
at least a hundred Black people were 
lynched every year. 

That’s the nightmare that people in 
Gaza are living through today, a night- 
mare that’s being pushed back all over 
theearth. # 
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Is J.D. Vance a populist? 
Populists fought the ruling class 


ince Trump announced Ohio Sena- 

tor J.D. Vance as his running mate, 

many in the media have rushed 
to call Vance a “populist,” as they have 
also done with Trump. Here are a couple 
of such headlines: “J.D. Vance’s Populist 
Pitch” (Time Magazine); “Vance Honed 
Populist Views in the Senate, Auditioning 
for Trump” (New York Times). 

Others are more skeptical: “The Fakest 
Populism You Ever Saw” (The Atlantic); 
“J.D. Vance’s Phony Populism Thrilled the 
RNC. The Rest of Us Shouldn’t Be Fooled” 
(The Nation). 

So, which is it? Is millionaire Vance a 
populist or a fake populist? And, for that 
matter, what is populism? 


Populism and monopoly capitalism 


Historically, the populist movement 
in the U.S. was a progressive, left-wing 
movement. It was centered around the 
People’s Party in the 1890s and had trac- 
tion into the first few years of the 20th 
Century. It was biggest in the South and 
West, in areas thought to be intracta- 
bly right-wing nowadays. Based among 
small farm owners, it was a movement 
that fought against the rising power of 
big corporations and banks. 

According to Vladimir Lenin’s 1916 
analysis in “Imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism,” this 
was the period when i 
capitalism went from its 
“free competition” phase 
(characterized by com- 
petition among small 
and medium-sized capi- 
talist enterprises) to one 
in which huge trusts, 


monopolies, and giant 
banks dominated the 
scene. 


This was the era of ~“: 
the “titans of industry,” 
such as John D. Rockefel- 
ler of Standard Oil and 
financial magnate J.P. 
Morgan. We are living in = 
their wake. Think about : 
how, today, so much of 
the economy and our % 
lives are dominated by * 
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a handful of corporations like Amazon, 
and banks like JPMorgan Chase. 

Lenin called this phase of capitalism 
both monopoly capitalism and imperi- 
alism; the term imperialism, here, does 
include what is conventionally meant by 
this word because the rise of monopolies 
forces capitalist governments to conquer 
new lands and markets — through war if 
necessary — to secure the monopoly cap- 
italists’ profits. 

Populism, then, was very much a 
movement of its time, where an alliance 
of small farm owners, shopkeepers, 
tenant farmers, and industrial work- 
ers could emerge and also take on the 
challenge posed by the rising monopoly 
class. They attempted to build a coalition 
between the industrial laborers of the 
Northeast and Midwest and the farmers 
of the South and West. This was a truly 
radical movement against the super-rich 
like Morgan and Rockefeller. 

Unfortunately, the social basis of this 
coalition no longer exists. According to 
the USDA, in 2022, farm work represent- 
ed only 1.2% of U.S. employment. In 1920, 
30.2% of the population lived on farms. 
The age of the small farmer, as well as 
the small shopkeeper, is over. Neverthe- 
less, there are vital lessons to learn from 
the era of populism. We can draw inspi- 
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ration from the populists — and avoid cer- 
tain pitfalls - as we build today’s move- 
ment against the rich and rising fascism. 


Populists fought the bosses 


Writing during the 1972 presidential 
election and the Democratic Party pri- 
mary campaign between liberal Demo- 
crat George McGovern and arch-segre- 
gationist George Wallace, U.S. Marxist 
leader Vince Copeland wrote: 

“In their time, the Populists elected 
state legislators and governors, and in 
one Congressional session during the 
1880s, with a total of about 350 members 
in the House, there were over 50 Repre- 
sentatives with generally Populist lean- 
ings. In the election of 1892, they elected 
some state governors, five U.S. Senators, 
and 10 Representatives directly and 
frightened the Wall Street rulers consid- 
erably thereby. ... 

“The legendary Governor John P. Alt- 
geld of Illinois, although not in the Peo- 
ple’s Party, was deeply committed to 
Populist principles. He refused to call 
Federal troops during the Pullman strike 
in Chicago (1894) and openly condemned 
President Grover Cleveland for doing so. 
It was he who defied every corporation 
in the country and sacrificed his politi- 
cal career by pardoning the survivors of 
the original May Day 
(1886) frameups - the 
so-called anarchists 
who fought so magnif- 
icently for the eight- 
hour day. 

“Governor Davis H. 
Waite of Colorado, who 
was arepresentative of 
the People’s Party, sent 
that state’s militia to 
protect striking min- 
ers at Cripple Creek in 
1894 on perhaps the 
only such occasion in 
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Populists saw their 
party as a tool for 
bringing relief to the 
laboring masses. 
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the history of the United States.” (“South- 
ern Populism & Black Labor”) 

Copeland was inspired to write about 
populism at that time because the press 
was calling both McGovern and Wallace 
populists. He argued that this was wrong 
for many different reasons. Neither of 
these politicians was willing or able to 
fight the ruling class, as did those who 
were elected to office on the backs of the 
populist movement. It is difficult to imag- 
ine McGovern and almost impossible to 
imagine Wallace calling in a state militia 
to protect striking workers! It is equally 
absurd to imagine Trump and Vance, or 
Harris and Biden, standing up for mili- 
tant strikers. 


Populism was anti-racist 


One of the biggest contradictions in 
calling Wallace a populist is that the pop- 
ulist movement was anti-racist. When 
Wallace was inaugurated as governor 
of Alabama in 1963, he gave a speech 
saying, “segregation now, segregation 
tomorrow, segregation forever,” and he 
meant it. In September of that year, he 
sent the state police to the towns of Bir- 
mingham, Tuskegee, Huntsville, and Mo- 
bile to prevent public schools from open- 
ing after federal courts ordered Alabama 
schools to desegregate. The violence that 
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ensued forced President Kennedy to ex- 
ert federal control over the Alabama Na- 
tional Guard to open the schools. 

Today’s far-right governors like Ron 
DeSantis (Florida) and Jeff Landry (Lou- 
isiana) follow in Wallace’s footsteps. 
Trump and Vance, who scapegoat immi- 
grants and use anti-Black dog whistles 
(woke, DED, are, as well. Trump’s rallies 
are modern-day Klan rallies. 

The politics of Alabama during the 
populist period were rather different. 
Copeland writes: 

“On June 24, 1880, a large delegation 
of white workers and white farmers met 
in Montgomery, Alabama, at the state’s 
Greenback Labor Party Convention and 
took a position firmly opposed to school 
segregation (74 years before the Supreme 
Court’s ‘historic’ decision!). ... 

“And at the height of Populism, in the 
same city of Montgomery, when the Ala- 
bama People’s Party held its convention 
there in 1892 just before getting 46% of 
the statewide vote, the new party plat- 
form declared: 

“We favor the protection of the col- 
ored race in their legal rights and should 
afford them encouragement and aid in 
the attainment of a higher civilization 
and citizenship, that through the means 
of kindness, fair treatment and just re- 
gard for them, a better understanding 


Populism or fascism? 


etween 1922 and 1945, fascist 
movements came to power in var- 
ious European countries, either 
through “home-grown” takeovers, as in 
Italy, or through military force, as when 
Nazi Germany occupied France. Like 
populists in earlier decades, fascists 
also denounced elites and railed against 
big business, but these resemblances 
are superficial. 

By the time fascism arose, capitalism 
had fully morphed into its monopoly-im- 
perialist phase. An independent, opposi- 
tional, petty bourgeois politics (of small 
farm owners and shopkeepers allied 
with the working class) was no longer 
possible. Fascism did rely on creating a 
mass base of the petty bourgeoisie and 
some sections of workers, notably along 
racist lines. But this was precisely to de- 


fend monopoly capitalism, not to fight it. 

Fascism is not simply authoritarian- 
ism. It is a particular response of the 
capitalist class and the state when faced 
with a deep crisis of the capitalist sys- 
tem, as happened with the First World 
War and then the Great Depression be- 
ginning in 1929. 

Agreeing with the whole tradition of 
bourgeois economics on this point, Le- 
nin concluded in “State and Revolution” 
that “a democratic republic is the best 
possible political shell for capitalism, 
and, therefore, once capital has gained 
possession of this very best shell ... it es- 
tablishes its power so securely, so firmly, 
that no change of persons, institutions or 
parties in the bourgeois-democratic re- 
public can shake it.” 

This “democratic republic” is one in 
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and more satisfactory condition may ex- 
ist between the races.” 

There is no doubt that the anti-racist 
politics of the populist movement were 
progressive for their day, and even in 
our own time, when many of the gains 
of the Civil Rights and other movements 
have been reversed by the capitalist 
class’ political onslaught. In the popu- 
list movement, it was widely understood 
that the pitting of Black and white work- 
ers against each other benefitted bosses, 
not workers. 

Unfortunately, the populist move- 
ment was ultimately unable to build a 
coalition solidly linking Black and white 
workers, especially with Black tenant 
farmers who organized with the Com- 
munist Party in Southern states in the 
1930s. The populist movement remained 
a largely white movement, and this was a 
tremendous weakness. 

Had they solved this problem, their 
power might have been far greater. They 
could have become a much more serious 
threat to both Wall Street and the racist 
ruling class that had reasserted itself 
in the South through the Klan-led ter- 
rorism that overturned Reconstruction. 
This mass terrorism of the old planters 
and their supporters was, not inciden- 
tally, a forerunner of fascism — fascism 
avant la lettre. 


which the capitalists are dominant and 
everyone else is subjugated, but the 
smooth functioning of parliaments, of 
the rule of law, and with some buy-in 
from the masses is, on the whole, condu- 
cive to capital accumulation. The dem- 
ocratic republic can ensure stability 
for the capitalists. Lenin was perfectly 
aware of the limitations of this bour- 
geois or capitalist democracy, which rest- 
ed upon slavery, colonial genocide, and 
sacrificing millions of wage workers to 
the sweatshops and coal mines. But this 
bourgeois democracy is democratic pre- 
cisely in relation to the anti-democratic 
fascist alternative. 

When the system is imperiled, the cap- 
italists are fully prepared to throw off 
this democratic shell in order to save the 
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J.D. Vance, which side are you on? Populism or fascism? 


Continued from page 13 


system, as is apparent with the far-right 
lurch of J.D. Vance’s beloved Silicon Valley, 
which was once heralded as the promised 
land of enlightened, liberal capitalism. 

Like the big banks and industrialists 
who bankrolled Hitler, Elon Musk has 
officially endorsed Trump. The Wall 
Street Journal reported that Musk plans 
to donate $45 million per month to a 
pro-Trump super PAC, which would to- 
tal $180 million over the course of the 
election cycle. 

PayPal co-founder Peter Thiel gave the 
Trump campaign $1.25 million in 2016. 
Vance has called Thiel a mentor. Forbes 
described Thiel as “a massive differ- 
ence-maker for Vance’s 2022 Senate run.” 
He gave Vance $15 million for his senato- 
rial campaign. 


Fascism is anti-communism 


Fascism did not emerge simply as a 
way of managing the capitalist state in 
times of economic turmoil. It emerged 
as a way for the capitalists to fight back 
against the working-class movement and 
even socialist revolution. 

The 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Rus- 
sia established the first workers’ state 
after the brief but significant Paris Com- 
mune of March 18 to May 28, 1871. The 
Bolshevik Revolution ushered in a new 
age, putting socialist revolution on the 
agenda all over the world and setting the 
stage for the anti-colonial movements 
that would sweep Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America after World War II. 

Germany and Italy -the countries that 
later became the epicenters of fascism — 
experienced revolutionary situations. 
Socialists almost came to power in both 
countries. The same was true of Hunga- 
ry, where revolutionaries came to power 
in 1919. The Hungarian Soviet Republic 
lasted for 133 days. During World War 
II, the country was taken over by a Na- 
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zi-backed puppet government. Fascism 
represented the revenge of the capital- 
ists and aristocrats against the workers 
and peasant farmers. 

Fascism not only plagued Europe. With 
its powerful military and industrializa- 
tion policies, Japan joined the Western 
imperialists in the early 20th Century, 
bolstered by a fascist movement cen- 
tered around the emperor, nationalism, 
and a belief in racial superiority. Japan 
violently colonized parts of China, Ko- 
rea, and the Philippines and occupied al- 
most all of Southeast Asia’s land area and 
population centers during World War II. 

This classical period of fascism was 
not the end of the story. When the U.S. 
became the dominant capitalist power 
after the war, Washington repeatedly 
used the fascist toolkit to crush people’s 
movements throughout the Global South. 
Barely had the war ended, and Washing- 
ton was overthrowing popular, and even 
socialist-leaning, governments: Iran in 
1953; Guatemala in 1954. They carried 
out a bloodbath in Indonesia, where 2 
million people had been members of 
the Communist Party during the 1955 
elections. Between 1965 and 1966, U.S.- 
backed forces killed at least 500,000 in 
Indonesia, with some estimates being as 
high as 2 million. 

All of these atrocities were committed 
to protect monopoly profits, like those of 
the United Fruit Company in Guatemala 
and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in 
the case of Iran. Anglo-Persian was the 
forerunner of BP, which devastated the 
Gulf of Mexico in 2010 with the Deepwa- 
ter Horizon oil spill. 


Vance and the return of fascism 


After the preceding, my conclusion 
should come as no surprise. J.D. Vance’s 
politics are classically fascist, not popu- 
list. Like Trump, he is part of the return 
of fascism in contemporary capitalism, 
an outgrowth of today’s profound crises. 


The Social Evolution 
of Humanity 


Whereas the populists fought to unite 
workers and all the “little people” across 
racial divides, fascism has always been 
emphatically racist. 

Vance echoes Trump on immigration. 
In his first campaign advertisement in 
2022, when running for Senate in Ohio, 
he said, “Joe Biden’s open border is kill- 
ing Ohioans. With more illegal drugs and 
more Democrat voters pouring into this 
country.” Never mind that Biden is no 
friend of immigrants; he served under 
“deporter in chief,” Barack Obama, and 
signed an executive order in June mas- 
sively tightening the border with Mexico. 

The point is to sow division. Vance ad- 
vocates finishing the border wall. His 
racist scapegoating of immigrants is fas- 
cist, not populist. 

Melinda Butterfield, an organizer 
of the National March to Protect Trans 
Youth, which is happening in Columbus, 
Ohio on Oct. 19, said: 

“Vance notably was the primary spon- 
sor of a Senate bill to bar all trans care 
for trans youth nationwide. His bill 
would also bar secondary educational 
institutions, including medical schools, 
from teaching gender-affirming care for 
any age. Trump himself has called for 
investigations of hormone therapy man- 
ufacturers, bans on LGBTQ+ inclusive 
policies in schools, and targeting trans- 
gender people ‘at any age.” 

Such attacks on trans people are part 
of the stock-in-trade of the right wing. 
They demonize oppressed, vulnerable 
groups to divide up the working class, 
preventing us from recognizing our real 
enemy: the capitalists. 

Like historical fascists, Vance wants 
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J.D. Vance 
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to limit women’s freedom. He pressured 
regulators to let police access the records 
of people who cross state lines for abor- 
tions. All his politics around “the family” 
are geared towards pushing women out 
of the public sphere and back into the 
home. The Nazis did the same. 

While Vance has criticized Biden for 
voting for the invasion of Iraq (which 
was a bipartisan effort), Vance emphat- 
ically stands behind Israel’s genocide 
in Gaza. He talks about winding down 
funding for Ukraine, but that is only be- 
cause he wants to shift the focus to mili- 
tary aggression against China. 

He is not anti-war. He is a far cry from 
the populists who organized the Amer- 
ican Anti-Imperialist League in 1898, 
opposing U.S. annexation of the Philip- 
pines. Mark Twain was a member. 

Like the musician Oliver Anthony, 
Vance blames the poor for their poverty. 
This is the main thrust of his “Hillbilly 
Elegy.” Populists of the 1890s would have 
run him out of their convention halls 
for saying such things, clearly seeing 
through his Appalachian gimmick. He 
is on the side of the bosses, which is why 
he denies climate change and champi- 
ons the mega oil and gas companies (talk 
about underdogs!). 

If we want inspiration from current- 
day Appalachia, we need look no further 
than the 2019 coal miners’ protest in Har- 
lan County, Kentucky. When Blackjewel 
Coal company declared bankruptcy and 
refused to give the miners their pay- 
checks, many of them camped out, block- 
ing the train tracks so the coal could not 
be moved. This protest went on from July 
29 to Sept. 26, with activists from around 
the region and beyond joining them in 
solidarity. (Harlan County was also the 
site of the 1931 “Harlan County War,” a 
hard struggle between coal miners and 
bosses, which inspired the song “Which 
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Side are You On?” by Florence Reece, a 
union organizer from Tennessee.) 

In the 2019 struggle, transgender 
activists played a key role in running 
the camp. Thus cisgender, white, work- 
ing-class men stood firmly with these 
trans activists and activists of color, 
showing that the white working class of 
Appalachia is not a monolith as Vance’s 
stereotyping would suggest, nor is Ap- 
palachia all white. And more important- 
ly, this shows how people change and 
grow over the course of their struggle. It 
may be that some miners were unaccus- 
tomed to trans people, but that changed 
over those two months. That is the pow- 
er of solidarity. 

Because of that struggle, the miners 
were awarded $5.47 million. In January 
2020, another group of miners blocked 
coal trains in Pike County, Kentucky. 
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They eventually got paid, too. 

Vance does not represent people like 
that. He represents the millionaires and 
billionaires in Silicon Valley, where he 
made his fortune. The Yale law school 
graduate is said to be worth $10 million. 
He and his wife were able to buy a home 
in Cincinnati for $1.4 million and then 
another in Alexandria, Virginia, for $1.6 
million while millions in this country are 
homeless. No wonder he plans to let the AI 
tycoons and cryptocurrency scammers 
run rampant through the economy. Some 
venture capitalists stand to get rich from 
all this, but it will not be trickling down. 
Workers in Appalachia and the Rust Belt 
need Vance like they need a hole in the 
head. We know which side he is on. 

Down with Vance, down with Trump! 
Up with Appalachia, up with the work- 
ing class! # 
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Learn from socialist Vietnam: 
Rest in power Nguyên Phu Trong]! 


We at Struggle-La Lucha newspaper 
offer our condolences to the revolution- 
ary people of Vietnam for the death of 
Comrade Nguyén Phú Trong, General 
Secretary of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam Central Committee. 

At 80 years old, Trong lived through 
many changes, seeing his country going 
from divided and plundered by imperi- 
alism to independent and prosperous. 
He was a pivotal figure in modern Viet- 
namese history. 

As revolutionaries operating in the 
U.S. — in the belly of the imperialist 
beast — we have a responsibility to learn 
from socialist Vietnam’s achievements 
and educate the masses about them. Our 
enemies are your enemies, and the ex- 
ample of Vietnam gives us encourage- 
ment that we can win. 

With the Communist Party’s leader- 
ship, Vietnam defeated the French co- 
lonialists and U.S. imperialist invaders, 
throwing off imposed poverty and re- 
building from bombed ruins. About Y 
of Vietnam’s landscape is still contami- 
nated with unexploded U.S. bombs. 

Despite the unimaginable devasta- 
tion rained down by the Pentagon on 
behalf of Wall Street, today the Viet- 
namese people enjoy a life expectancy 
on par with that of the U.S., and itis still 
rising. This is an incredible feat only 
possible because of Vietnam’s socialist 
revolution. 


Rest in power Nguyên Phú Trong! 


The Vietnam News Agency (VNA) 
respectfully introduces a translation of 
the article about the Party chief written 
by Politburo member, President of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam To Lam. 


Hanoi (VNA) - General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee Nguyen Phu Trong passed 
away on July 19 afternoon at the age of 
80, according to the board of health pro- 
tection and care for central officials. 

The board informed that after a period 
of illness, despite wholehearted treat- 
ment and care from the Party, State, lead- 
ing medical experts, and his family, due 
to old age and severe illness, the Party 
leader breathed his last at 1:38 pm on 
July 19, 2024 at Central Military Hospital. 


Party General Gecretary Nguyen 
Phu Trong - an eminent leader 
who devotes his whole life to 
the country and people 


- General To Lam, Politburo member and 
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 


General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
Nguyen Phu Trong, a thinker, a cultur- 
alist, a theoretical flag of the Party, and 
an eminent student who has constantly 
studied and followed great President Ho 
Chi Minh’s ideology, morality, and life- 
style, has devoted his lifetime to the rev- 
olutionary cause of our Party and nation, 
as well as the country and the people. 

Being tested through the revolution- 
ary practice for the past more than 55 
years, and with his strategic vision, 
sharp thinking closely linked to prac- 
tical summary, comrade Nguyen Phu 
Trong and the Party Central Committee 
have creatively applied and developed 
Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi Minh’s 
ideology, and constantly built a purer 
and stronger Party; built a socialist rule- 
of-law state of the people, by the people, 
and for the people; and supplemented, 
perfected and instructed the successful 
implementation of reforms, building our 
country with such as a “fortune, strength, 
reputation, and international position to- 
day that it had never enjoyed before”. 

As Chairman of the National Assembly 
and Party General Secretary, the com- 
rade is always concerned with the issue 
of building a socialist rule-of-law state 
of the people, for the people, and by the 
people. Under the leadership of comrade 
Nguyen Phu Trong, for the first time our 


Party General 
Secretary Nguyen 
Phu Trong and 
people in Thuong 
Dien village, Vinh 
Quang commune, 
Vinh Bao district, 
Hai Phong city. 
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Party has issued a Resolution on continu- 
ing to build and perfect the Vietnamese 
socialist rule-of-law state in the new pe- 
riod, setting the goals of “perfecting the 
Vietnamese socialist rule-of-law state of 
the people, by the people, and for the peo- 
ple, led by the Communist Party of Viet- 
nam; having a complete legal system that 
is strictly and consistently implemented; 
respecting the Constitution and the law, 
and respecting, ensuring and effective- 
ly protecting human rights and citizens’ 
rights; State power being unified, clear- 
ly assigned, closely coordinated, and 
effectively controlled; a professional, 
rule of law, and modern administration 
and judiciary; the State apparatus being 
lean, pure, and operating effectively and 
efficiently; a contingent of cadres, civil 
servants, and public employees with suf- 
ficient qualifications, capacity, true pro- 
fessionalism, and integrity; modern, ef- 
fective national governance; meeting the 
requirements of rapid and sustainable 
development of the country, becoming a 
developed, high-income socialist-orient- 
ed country by 2045. 

In his concurrent roles as State Presi- 
dent, Chairman of the National Defence 
and Security Council, and Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Vietnam People’s 
Army, Nguyen Phu Trong always paid 
profound attention to the People’s Army 
and People’s Public Security. He focused 
on building strong and united army 
and public security forces. He frequent- 
ly reminded the armed forces of deeply 
absorbing, studying, and following the 
ideology, morality and lifestyle of Presi- 
dent Ho Chi Minh, stressing that “Honor 

Continued on page 17 
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Women in Struggle repudiates right-wing 
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actions that the opposition mobs have carried out against 
the people themselves and their institutions, such as hos- 
pitals, which are of great value to the entire population. 

It is ironic that this opposition that seeks to govern the 
country uses fascist and racist mobs to enforce its lies. 
What kind of society does it aspire to? But we know that 
they do not act alone, but rather obey the U.S. imperialist 
powers that seek to undermine and destroy any govern- 
ment that tries to move away from the ambitions of corpo- 
rations like Exxon-Mobil et al, and instead operates for the 


supports the Bolivarian Revolution and the reelection of Pres- 
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last Sunday, July 28 elections in which the Bolivarian Revolu- 
tionary process won, and above all, we repudiate the violent 
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is the most sacred and noble thing” and 
urging them to wholeheartedly serve 
the country and the people, “rely on the 
people while working”, “be truly loyal, 
respect, and love the people,” maintain 
close ties with the people, protect their 
interests, and make them increase their 
trust and support. Under the leadership 
of the Party, the mission of building an 
elite, streamlined, strong, truly pure 
clean and strong army that meets the 
requirements of the new situation has 
achieved significant results. The public 
security and military forces have been 
staying united and closely working to- 
gether, truly serving as the sword and 
shield, and the two wings of a bird, to 
safeguard peace and stability for nation- 
al development. 

Comrade Nguyen Phu Trong’s com- 
plete thought is the people, the human, 
the wholehearted devotion and service 
to the people, building human and tak- 
ing the people as the subject and the cen- 
ter of the renewal process. Regarding the 
Party, he affirmed “our Party must take 
the highest sense of responsibility to 
the people, take care of the material and 
spiritual lives of the people”; “the Party’s 
policy that does not reflect the interests 
of the people, the country, and the na- 
tion, and is not consistent with the rule of 
historical evolution, is a wrong policy,” 
“close connection with the people is the 
rule of existence, development and oper- 
ation of the Party, and the decisive factor 
creating the Party’s strength.” Analyzing 
the difference between the socialist rule- 
of-law state and the capitalist rule-of-law 


benefit of their people with justice and peace. 
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state, he clearly stated that “the socialist 
rule-of-law state is different from the 
capitalist rule-of-law state in terms of na- 
ture: the rule of law under the capitalist 
regime is actually a tool to protect and 
serve the interests of the bourgeoisie, 
while the rule of law under the socialist 
regime is a tool to express and exercise 
the people’s right to mastery, ensure and 
protect the interests of the majority of 
the people”. Regarding the socialist mar- 
ket economy, he held that a basic char- 
acteristic, an important attribute of the 
socialist orientation in the market econ- 
omy in Vietnam is that the economy must 
be linked with society, economic policies 
must be unified with social policies, and 
economic growth must go hand in hand 
with the implementation of social prog- 
ress and equality in every step, every 
policy and throughout the development 
process. Every economic policy must 
aim at social development goals, encour- 
aging legal enrichment along with hun- 
ger eradication and poverty reduction, 
taking care of people with meritorious 
services and those who are in difficult 
circumstances.” Under the leadership of 
comrade Nguyen Phu Trong, our Party 
has issued resolutions on socio-economic 
development, ensuring national defense 
and security in six economic regions 
across the country until 2030, with a vi- 
sion to 2045, set goals, visions, directions, 
and solutions to create strong and break- 
through development, contributing to 
successfully realizing the country’s goal 
of 100 years under the Party’s leadership, 
100 years of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, now the Socialist Republic of 


America and the Caribbean! 
Long live the Bolivarian Revolution and its president 


Vietnam. By the middle of the 21st centu- 
ry, our country will become a developed 
nation, fulfilling President Ho Chi Minh’s 
desire to bring our country to be on par 
with the powers on the five continents. 

All his life, Party General Secretary 
Nguyen Phu Trong has persistently de- 
voted himself to the revolutionary cause 
of our Party and nation with an iron spir- 
it and will, and has not stepped back in 
the face of obstacles and difficulties. He 
affirmed himself a great personality, 
considering “honour as the most sacred 
and noble thing”, upholding the princi- 
ples and devoting all his life to the coun- 
try and the people. 

We firmly believe that under the Par- 
ty’s leadership, we will steadfastly apply 
and creatively develop Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, Ho Chi Minh’s ideology, and the the- 
ory of the Party’s renewal policy; persist 
with national independence and social- 
ism; and the principles on Party build- 
ing. The entire Party, people, and army 
will stay united and unified, and join ef- 
forts to capture opportunities and over- 
come challenges, building a truly pure 
and comprehensively strong Party and 
political system; rapidly and sustain- 
ably developing the country, and firmly 
safeguarding the Fatherland; turning 
Vietnam into a developing country with 
modern industry and upper middle in- 
come by 2030 when the Party marks its 
100th founding anniversary, creating a 
solid foundation to complete the goal of 
becoming a developed, high-income so- 
cialist-oriented country by 2045 when 
the nation celebrates its 100th founding 
anniversary. # 
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Take Cuba off terrorism list, 


end U.S. blockade 


By Lallan Schoenstein 


Thousands in Cuba and abroad cele- 
brated the historic achievements of its 
socialist revolution on the anniversary 
of July 26. On that day in 1953, a group of 
young rebels led by Fidel Castro stormed 
the Moncada and Carlos Manuel de Cés- 
pedes garrisons. The attacks initiated the 
armed struggle and insurrection that tri- 
umphed over the brutal dictatorship of 
Fulgencio Batista on Jan. 1, 1959. 

One of several July 26 celebrations 
in New York City was a reception host- 
ing Cuba’s U.N. Ambassador, Yuri Gala 
López, who spoke to a diverse assembly 
at the New Canaan Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn. Omowale Clay from the De- 
cember 12 Movement and Erin Feely-Na- 
hem of the Saving Lives Campaign, Pace- 
makers for Cuba, also spoke. 

Clay began the Moncada celebration 
with a historic film he’d made about Cu- 
ba's role supporting the fight for liber- 
ation in southern Africa as well as the 
sanctuary Cuba provided African-Amer- 
ican liberation fighters. The film includ- 
edinformal talks by Fidel Castro, Assatta 
Shakur, Kwame Ture, and Puerto Rican 
revolutionary William Morales. The film 
also featured African and Cuban cultur- 
al performances that honored the role of 
Cuba in ending apartheid. 


Ambassador Gala López began by 
telling the gathering that Fidel Castro 
called for many Moncadas, such as their 
successful battle to win education and 
health care and the battle to eliminate 
racism and exploitation. 

Gala López spoke of the heavy dam- 
age inflicted by the U.S. government’s 
60-year-long blockade of Cuba. During 
Trump’s administration, the strangle- 
hold of the blockade was tightened in 
many insidious ways by placing Cuba 
on a State Sponsors of Terrorism list. De- 
spite campaign promises to the contrary, 
President Joe Biden has done nothing to 
change Trump’s vicious policies. 

Even under the U.S. military siege, 
Cuba has contributed to achievements 
in countries worldwide with its Inter- 
national Medical School (ELAN) and the 
scientific developments of the Cuban Bio- 
Medical Institute. They have provided 
countries with their own trained doctors 
and set up the production and supply of 
new medicines, including vaccines. 

Gala López spoke about Cuba's re- 
markable work treating eye diseases 
and restoring vision to millions in Lat- 
in America and Africa. For example, 
while serving as Cuba's ambassador to 
Jamaica, Gala López witnessed the daily 
restoration of sight for hundreds of peo- 
ple through cataract surgery and other 
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eye diseases at a Cuban-built clinic in 
Kingston. 

One aspect of the U.S. blockade is 
how gravely it impacts Cuba's ability 
to procure vital medical supplies. Erin 
Feely-Nahem ended the evening by rais- 
ing funds for the Saving Lives Campaign, 
Pacemakers for Cuba campaign. 

Cuba must be removed from the SSOT 
list. Gala López pointed out that in the 
U.N. General Assembly, 187 countries 
voted against the embargo on Cuba. 
Only the U.S. and Israel voted for it, with 
Ukraine abstaining. + 


Congratulations to the people of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
and their re-elected President Nicolás Maduro Moros! 
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The working class of 
Venezuela defeated the 
CIA-Bush family coup in k 
2002. Twenty-two years 
later, you are defeating 
the attempt of coup 
plotter Maria Machado, Wi 
using the candidate Ed- 
mundo Gonzalez, to turn back the clock. 

U.S. Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken attacks the reelection of Presi- 
dent Nicolas Maduro while he and Biden 
bless the U.S.-financed genocide in Gaza. 

The sanctions imposed on the Boli- 
varian Republic of Venezuela by the 


Wy capitalist government 
of the United States are 
criminal and the cause 
of economic suffering. 
The stealing of a billion 
dollars of Venezuela’s 
“ gold reserves became 
\o a war crime when Brit- 
2 ish authorities refused 
to let any of it be used 
for medical supplies during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Despite all these attacks, Venezuela's 
people have built five million units of 
new housing while hundreds ofthou- 
sands of human beings live on the streets 


of the United States. One out of 10 school- 
children in New York City — the capital 
of capitalism — are homeless. 

The courage, commitment and dedica- 
tion ofthe Venezuelan people in defense 
of their Bolivarian revolution continues 
to inspire us, and we stand together 
with you for the liberation of the world 
working class. 

Our fight in the United States against 
racism and poverty includes fighting 
against these foul sanctions and against 
any attempt to sabotage the Revolution. 
Victory to the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela! 

¡Chávez presente, Maduro presidente! 


# 
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Los enganos de los beneficiarios 


millonarios de la Ley 


Por Berta Joubert-Ceci 


Una de las tareas urgentes pendientes 
que tenemos en Puerto Rico, aparte de 
la principal que es lograr nuestra inde- 
pendencia y soberanía, es derogar leyes 
que han sido impuestas por los intere- 
ses capitalistas para robarnos nuestro 
patrimonio y nuestros haberes. Estas 
leyes, junto a la falta de fiscalización por 
agencias del gobierno, han ido socavan- 
do diferentes áreas de nuestra nación. 
Desde el entorno territorial al facilitar 
la compra de áreas prohibidas como zo- 
nas marítimo terrestres para construir 
lujosos establecimientos y residencias 
que a la vez que impiden el paso a las 
playas que por constitución pertenecen 
al pueblo, suponen una mayor y peligro- 
sa erosión de las costas; hasta el impedir 
la adquisición de una vivienda ase- 
quible para la población boricua, que se 
ve forzada a emigrar. 

Y la más importante de estas leyes es 
la Ley 60 de incentivos fiscales que se 
otorga a millonarios extranjeros para 
que inviertan y se muden a Puerto Rico. 
Sin embargo, lo que esta ley ha atraído 
es a evasores de contribuciones que op- 
eran negocios muchos de ellos turbios y 
de criptomonedas. Han ido comprando 
edificios históricos y bloques enteros de 


residenciales públicos dejan- 
do en la calle asus habitantes, 
para convertirlos en hoteles o 
en alquileres de corto plazo. 

Y para colmo, uno de los 
pocos requisitos que se les 
imponían a estos beneficiari- 
os de la ley, era donar anual- 
mente a organizaciones sin 
fines de lucro en PR. Pero un 
estudio reciente del Centro de 
Periodismo Investigativo de 
Puerto Rico, descubrió que 
muchas de esas donaciones 
eran de tipo fantasma. 

Por ejemplo, el primer párrafo del re- 
portaje del CPI escribe sobre una de esas 
organizaciones, llamada Lahar: “no está 
registrada en Puerto Rico. Cuando se 
busca el nombre en Google, aparecen 
esencialmente dos tipos de referencia: 
una fundación de trabajo comunitario 
en India que está cerrada de forma per- 
manente y una página para donar por 
medio de la plataforma PayPal a favor 
de “Lahar Foundation SSM”. Y sigue dic- 
iendo “Esa cuenta de PayPal muestra el 
logo y el nombre de una organización 
llamada ECETI, que responde a las siglas 
de Enlightened Contact with Extra- 
terrestrial Intelligence. Se trata de un 
santuario en el estado de Washington, 


desde donde la entidad asegura que se 
establece contacto con extraterrestres”. 

Este insulto al pueblo boricua es total- 
mente ignorado por este estado fallido 
que administra la colonia y la misma 
agencia gubernamental que se supone 
lo fiscalize, es la primera que diculpa 
este procer criminal. 

Pero esto es sino uno más de los moti- 
vos para la constante lucha por nuestra 
liberación. + 


Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio 
Clarín de Colombia, 
les habló Berta 
Joubert-Ceci. 


¡Felicitaciones al pueblo de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela 
y asu reelegido Presidente Nicolás Maduro Moros! 


Continued from page 1 


la victoria del presidente Hugo Chávez 
Frías en 1999. ¡Qué apropiado que 

el presidente Nicolás Maduro fuera 
reelegido en lo que habría sido el 70 
cumpleaños de Hugo Chávez! 

La clase trabajadora de Venezuela 
derrotó el golpe de Estado de la CIA y 
la familia Bush en 2002. Veintidós años 
después, ustedes están derrotando el 
intento de la golpista María Corina 
Machado, de hacer retroceder el reloj 
utilizando al candidato Edmundo 
González. 

El Secretario de Estado de los Estados 
Unidos, Anthony Blinken, ataca la re- 
elección del presidente Nicolás Maduro 


mientras él y Biden bendicen el genoci- 
dio que financian en Gaza. 

Las sanciones impuestas a la Repúbli- 
ca Bolivariana de Venezuela por el 
gobierno capitalista de los Estados 
Unidos son criminales y causa de gran 
sufrimiento económico. El robo de mil 
millones de dólares de las reservas de 
oro de Venezuela se convirtió en un cri- 
men de guerra cuando las autoridades 
británicas se negaron a permitir que se 
utilizara parte de ese dinero para sum- 
inistros médicos durante la pandemia 
del Covid-19. 

A pesar de todos estos ataques, el go- 
bierno venezolano ha construido cinco 
millones de unidades de vivienda mien- 


tras cientos de miles de seres humanos 
viven en las calles de Estados Unidos, 
país donde uno de cada diez niños en 
edad escolar en la ciudad de Nueva York 
—la capital del capitalismo— no tiene 
ni siquiera un hogar. 

El valor, el compromiso y la ded- 
icación del pueblo venezolano en 
defensa de su Revolución Bolivariana 
continúa inspirándonos, y estamos jun- 
to a ustedes por la liberación de la clase 
trabajadora mundial. 

Nuestra lucha en Estados Unidos 
contra el racismo y la pobreza incluye 
además la lucha contra estas infames 
sanciones y contra todo intento por 
sabotear la Revolución. ¡Victoria para la 


Vence la Clase Li tó Contra 


Por Berta Joubert-Ceci 


Hoy les quiero informar que la huelga 
de los trabajadores de Suiza Dairy que 
comentábamos las últimas dos semanas, 
ha terminado con una gran victoria. 

Y esto es muy importante en esta colo- 
nia porque día a día estamos recibiendo 
azote tras azote neoliberal por parte del 
imperio estadounidense a través de la 
Junta de Control Fiscal que su Congreso 
nos impuso en el 2016 y que ha sido una 
verdadera dictadura en contra de los me- 


jores intereses del pueblo. Esta Junta, ac- 
tuando por encima del gobierno local, ha 
favorecido tanto las privatizaciones de 
los servicios esenciales, como la invasión 
de capitalistas extranjeros que han veni- 
do a robar terrenos y recursos que son 
patrimonio del pueblo. 

Así, que una victoria del pueblo tra- 
bajador sobre una compañía como Suiza 
Dairy, cuyos dueños son el Grupo Gloria 
del Perú, es un gran precedente para la 
lucha por nuestra independencia y nues- 
tra soberanía. 


_ la Suiza Dairy 


Cuando ese Grupo Gloria despidió a 
más de 400 trabajadores y utilizó a la 
Fuerza de Choque para arrestar a más de 
una docena de trabajadores y trabajado- 
ras, el sindicato, en vez de replegarse, 
continuó sus piquetes frente a los por- 
tones y recibió mucha solidaridad activa 
de organizaciones del pueblo y de otros 
sindicatos. Estos a su vez, publicaron una 
declaración conjunta anunciando un 
boicot de los productos de la Suiza Dairy, 
y lo hicieron a través de una conferencia 
de prensa frente a COSTCO, que es el terc- 
er minorista más grande del mundo. 

Estas acciones en conjunto, obligaron 
al patrono a volver a la mesa de negoci- 
aciones y acceder a las exigencias del 
sindicato. La Suiza, aumentará su aport- 
ación al plan médico y los trabajadores 
despedidos regresarán eventualmente a 
su lugar de trabajo. 

Sean las luchas laborales, ambientales, 
educativas, económicas, en contra de la 
privatización y la Junta de Control Fiscal, 
o por la más crucial, por la independencia 
de la nación, está claro que la consigna es 
y será: ¡Lucha sí, entrega NO! + 


Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio 
Clarín de Colombia, 
les habló Berta 
Joubert-Ceci. 


Mujeres en Lucha repudia violencia 
fvz- derechista en Venezuela 


£ Masha PA Johnson 


omen in Struggle-Mujeres en Lucha, organización 

basada en los Estados Unidos y afiliada a la Federación 
Democrática Internacional de Mujeres -FDIM/WIDF, nos pro- 
nunciamos firmemente en apoyo de la Revolución Bolivariana y 
la reelección del Presidente Nicolás Maduro Moros. 


Maduro! # 


Rechazamos contundentemente todo intento por sabotear los 


resultados de las elecciones del pasado domingo 28 de julio en 
que el proceso Revolucionario Bolivariano ganó, y sobre todo, 
repudiamos las acciones violentas que las turbas opositoras han 
llevado a cabo en contra del mismo pueblo y sus instituciones 
como hospitales, que son de gran valor para toda la población. 


Es irónico que esa oposición que busca gobernar al país, se 
valga de turbas fascistas y racistas para hacer valer sus men- 
tiras. ¿Qué clase de sociedad aspiran? Pero sabemos que no 
actúan solos, sino que obedecen a los poderes imperialistas 
estadounidenses que buscan socavar y destruir todo intento 
de gobierno que se aleje de las ambiciones corporativas como 
la Exxon-Mobil y que en vez, opere en pro del beneficio de la 
sociedad con justicia y paz. 

jFuera los intereses imperialistas yankis en Venezuela, 
América Latina y el Caribe! 

iViva la Revolución Bolivariana y su presidente Nicolás 
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